
We are

Honduras
Introducing our founding

                 member country



Honduras is the most mountainous country in 
Central America, with an average elevation of 
1,000 m a.s.l. and a territorial extension of 
112,492 km2. The Central American mountain 
range divides the territory into three regions: eas-
tern, central and western. Geographically, it is 
bordered to the north by the Caribbean Sea; to 
the south by the Republic of El Salvador and the 
Gulf of Fonseca, which it shares with Nicaragua 
and El Salvador; to the east by Nicaragua; to the 
southwest by El Salvador and to the west by Gua-
temala.

The climate varies from subtropical in the plains 
to temperate in the mountains. The central and 
southern regions are relatively less humid than 
those of the northern coast. The country compri-
ses 18 departments, which are further divided 
into 298 municipalities, headed by an equal 
number of mayors.

The capital of Honduras is Tegucigalpa, head-
quarters of the Central American Bank for Econo-
mic Integration (CABEI) since its foundation in 
1960 and where its building was constructed be-
tween 1993-1997.

Multiethnic and multicultural country: According 
to 2020 data, the population is 9.9 million people. 

Honduras has a cultural richness made up of 70% 
mestizo population, 20% white, 3% black Garifu-
na and 7% indigenous.
 
It is a land of native peoples such as Misquito, 
Pech, Tawahka, Nahua, Tolupán, Lenca, Maya 
Chortí and Afro-descendants. Of the total popu-
lation, 5.8 million is urban and 4.1 million is rural.
Land products, the basis of the Honduran eco-
nomy: production is mainly based on the cultiva-
tion of bananas, coffee and palm, with agriculture 
being one of the main productive sectors, along 
with mining and maquila. There are approximate
ly 300,000 mypimes operating in the country. Ac-
cording to data from the Honduran Secretariat of 
Economic Development, it is estimated that this 
industry generates around 1.2 million jobs and 
contributes a significant percentage of the Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP).

At the close of 2021, GDP showed a growth of 
11.5%, indicating a recovery phase after a year of 
significant affectation by the COVID-19 pande-
mic and the impact of tropical storms Eta and 
Iota. The economic activities that contributed the 
most were financial intermediation, manufactu-
ring, commerce, hotels, and restaurants, as well 
as the important recovery in the last quarter of 
agricultural activities.

This nation with a strategic geographic location in Central 
America has been CABEI's headquarters since its foundation.

The multilateral has concentrated its operations 
for the progress of the country in key sectors such 
as health, education, energy, environment, social 
and productive infrastructure, and financial inter-
mediation, among others. The active project por-
tfolio as of June 1, 2022 amounts to US$1,707.20 
million.

In 2021, loan approvals amounted to US$720.3 
million and over US$9.0 million in grants and do-
nations. Disbursements that year amounted to 
US$253.4 million, of which 53.9% went to the so-
vereign public sector, 44.4% to the private sector, 
0.6% to the non-sovereign public sector, and 1.1% 
to donations and grants.

CABEI's contribution to Honduras' economic and social development

Honduras



ImpactsSome of the initiatives underway

Honduras

Financing: US$35.0 million

Implementation of the National COVID-19 Vaccine 
Introduction Plan.

Procurement of 4.4 million doses of vaccines for the 
immunization of 2.2 million people. The country has 
received all the doses purchased.

Improvement of the infrastructure and equipment of public 
secondary education centers throughout the country, and the 
training of teachers and students in skills and entrepreneur-
ship methodology; more than 26 thousand tablets have been 
delivered and the infrastructure of study centers is being 
improved.

Educational Infrastructure and Training 
Improvement (MIFE).

Financing: US$80.0 million

Improve the standard of living of families by increasing income, 
generating employment and food security, promoting agricul-
tural development under irrigation. The project with 4 large 
systems will allow 4,358 families to have access to water in their 
plots to irrigate 9,255 hectares, and will provide employment to 
12,784 agricultural workers who will generate a production of 
483,000 metric tons.

Financing: US$52.0 million

Irrigated Agricultural Development Project (PDABR). 

There are 7 global lines of credit (LGC) in financial institutions: 
Banco DAVIVIENDA, Banco FICOHSA, Banco ATLÁNTIDA, Banco 
FICENSA, Banco del País, BANHCAFÉ and José María Covelo 
Foundation.

Through these LGC, CABEI channels resources to finance 
operations that are part of the financial intermediation programs 
that include sectors such as housing, MSMEs, productive sectors, 
foreign trade, gender energy efficiency, among others.

Financing: US$361.2 million

Global Credit Lines in force with different intermediary 
financial institutions.

To promote aeronautical operations and the monitoring of air 
traffic in the region, which makes possible the movement of 
people, goods and services in the region.
These funds will benefit 8.3 million passengers annually at 
Central American airports, of which an estimated 50.26% are 
women.

Financing: US$5.0 million

Credit line (CL) to COCESNA. 

Reactivate the country's economy affected by the COVID-19 
crisis through access to credit and guarantees on favorable 
terms for Honduran MSMEs.

Financing: US$100.0 million

Program to Support Economic Reactivation through 
MSMEs during the Covid-19 Crisis and Post-Crisis in 
Honduras (A).

Improve the income, quality of life and encourage economic 
activity of 234,579 vulnerable families through the granting of 
unconditional monetary compensation of up to L.7,000.00.

Financing: US$70.0 million

Relief Bonus for Vulnerable Families Affected by Natural 
Phenomena due to Climate Change.

Improve the mobility of commercial and passenger transportation 
with the construction of a 5.38 km beltway from Tegucigalpa to the 
CA-5 South Highway (Colonia La Cañada to Colonia Santa Rosa in 
the sector of Aldea El Tizatillo). The final designs are in the process 
of being prepared.

Financing: US$44.2 million

Peripheral Ring Road Bypass Project CA5 South.

Financing: US$5.8 million

TC: Feasibility studies and final designs for the 
construction of six earth dams.

It will allow for the subsequent construction of six earth dams 
to regulate flows and thus strengthen the capacity to mitigate 
damages in case of floods, and supply water for human 
consumption and irrigation for production.



About CABEI

CABEI was created in 1960 as the region's integration and 
development financial arm. Its resources are continuously 
invested in projects with developmental impact to reduce 
poverty and inequality, strengthen regional integration and the 
competitive insertion of its members in the global economy, with 
special attention to environmental sustainability. CABEI is 
headquartered in Tegucigalpa with offices throughout Central 
America.

 CABEI's financial soundness as the best credit in Latin America is 
backed by its high credit rating granted by different international 
agencies: Standard & Poor's with a rating of AA, Moody's with a 
rating of Aa3, and Japan Credit Rating with AA.

Honduras

Honduras is one of CABEI's founding regional 
members. Its shareholding is 10.79% with a subs-
cribed capital of US$714 million. During the 
2016-2020 period, the Bank approved resources 
for the balanced socioeconomic progress of Hon-
duras for US$2,198.92 million and disbursed 
US$1,638.12 million.

Honduras, founding country member

Six subprojects will be studied and will benefit 169,496 
inhabitants of the area of influence.

Financing: US$529,950.00

TC: Technical-Financial pre-feasibility study of 
hydraulic infrastructure projects in the Lower 
Choluteca River Basin.

Eliminate the risk of spillage at 11 points in the river, which 
could cause water-borne diseases and in turn cause environ-
mental problems. The works of these studies would benefit 1.4 
million inhabitants.Financing:  US$1.4 million

TC: Pre-investment studies for the final design of the 
collection and treatment plant in the Choluteca 
River.

Have an investment plan for each project for the design or 
construction of works prioritized by the municipalities.

Financing: US$99,750.00

TC: Investment and diagnostic plan to improve 
water and sanitation services in the urban areas of 
the cities of La Ceiba, La Esperanza, Intibucá and 
Siguatepeque (phase I).

By 2022, several projects approved during 
2021 will be formalized, such as resilient hou-
sing reconstruction (segments A and B),

and the construction of the Amapala-Coyolito 
maritime bridge (segments B and C).

ImpactsSome of the initiatives underway

CABEI, as the region's financial and technical de-
velopment arm, continues to work hand in hand 
with the Government of the Republic to improve 
the quality of life of Honduran and Central Ameri-
can families.


